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“All politics is local.” This observation by
the late Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill, Jr., former
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
means that even national politics have a local
impact, and people care most about issues that
directly affect them. Indirectly, this famous
adage underscores the importance and value of
local politics.

At Butte Electric Cooperative, we think it’s
critical to develop and cultivate relationships
with local legislators because they craft,
introduce and vote on legislation that impacts
the local business climate, the environment,
and quality of life for our community. That’s
why we work closely with our local elected
officials. After all, our purpose is to provide
safe, reliable, affordable energy, but our
mission is to help our community thrive.

Butte Electric is a local business that powers
economic development and prosperity for
our region. As a cooperative, we have deep
roots here, and we listen closely to our
members to better understand the needs of the
community. Our leadership, board members,
and employees live and work right here in the
communities we serve.

We strive to be an advocate for our
communities, ensuring that local legislators

know, understand and act on the issues that
are important to our area.

Providing industry guidance and expertise

As a practical matter, we recognize that
most legislators are “generalists,” yet they vote
on a wide range of issues. Their expertise may
not include the changing energy industry,
which is why Butte Electric Cooperative
provides information and guidance from
subject matter experts whove been in the
energy industry for many years.

Today’s energy landscape is an increasingly
complex topic covering not only the
traditional engineering and vegetation
management aspects of the industry but also
encompasses technology, cybersecurity, the
electrification of the transportation sector,
and more.

Our experts provide briefings and
backgrounders to legislators, committees,
and staff. We also offer expert testimony for
hearings and other legislative or regulatory
meetings or gatherings. And because we're
involved in economic development and
we know local community leaders, we can
provide insight on how issues and policies
under discussion might impact our region.



SCHOLARSHIPS

COOPERATIVE Butte Electric

Scholarship Program
(ISSN 1531-1031) Butte Electric Cooperative values '
Board of Directors leadership development in our service
Cris Miller, Spearfish - President . . .
Dan Marrs, Whitewood - Vice President territory by help 1ng our comr.numty
Thomas Brunner, Nisland - Secretary youth obtain a higher education. The
James Mortenson, Spearfish - Asst. Secretary Butte Electric Scholarship Program is
Travis Schenk, Spearfish - Treasurer . .
: ‘ designed to recognize and encourage
Daniel Hefner, Whitewood X
Chandy Olson, St. Onge the achievements of the members and |
Steve Smeenk, Newell their children.
PaulWinkler, Newell Scholarship applications for 2022
Office Personnel are now available to Butte Electric
JohnLee-CEO members and their dependents. Butte
Kim Wince - Office Mgr./Accountant o .
L Mitchell - Comiestons Director Electric will award four $1000 scholarships to students who plan to pursue
Colleen Schreiner - Billing Clerk a degree or certification from an accredited post-secondary school. These
Angie Alexander - Administrative Assistant applications are judged based on community involvement, work experience,
Lee Ann Gaer - Member Services/Accountant future plans, and a short essay.
Operations Personnel Butte Electric Cooperative will also award a Technical School Scholarship
Brett Fosheim - Operations Manager for $1000 that comes with an apprenticeship to a student pursuing an educa-
Bart McLellan - Spearfish Operations Manager . . .
Credi Douthit Work Order Clerk tion in one of the following programs:
Adam Zvorak - Foreman Electrical Utilities & Substation Technology
ChuckiEven - Foreman Power Line Construction & Maintenance
ff Hughes - F e .
jiu ) nzf e Utilities Technology-Power Line
John Branham Electrical Construction & Maintenance
Jacob Breidenbach Information Systems Technology
Mike Davi U
James g;:z . Telecommunications
Corey Hines
Kyle Nudd All scholarship applications are due February 18, 2022, by 3:00 PM to
Dave Piet : . .
EIE::R;;an 1940 North Avenue Suite 1, Spearfish, SD 57783. To view a complete list
Dalton Steiger of requirements and applications, visit www.butteelectric.com/scholarships.
Adam Willuweit Please contact Laine Mitchell at lainem@butteelectric.com or (605)269-0680

Fuitta Hlectrie Baacon Cooperafive Connections s or contact the guidance counselor at your school for more information.

the monthly publication for the members of Butte
Electric Cooperative, Inc., PO Box 137, Newell,

SD 57760. Families subscribe to Cooperative
Connections as part of their electric cooperative
membership. Cooperative Connections’ purpose
is to provied reliable, helpful information

to electric cooperative members on electric TI P 0 F TH E M 0 NTH
cooperative matters and better rural living.

Subscription information: Cooperative members Maximize your heating system’s performance by inspecting, cleaning,
devote 30 cents from their monthly electric or replacing air filters once a month or as needed to reduce energy
payments for a subscription. Non-member

subscriptions are available for $12 annually. costs and prevent potential damage to your system. Make sure

Periodicals postage paid at City, SD 57427.

radiators, baseboard heaters, and warm-air registers aren’t blocked so
air can flow freely.

Postmaster: Please send address changes to Butte
Electric Beacon, PO Box 137, Newell, SD 57760;
telephone (605) 645-2494; fax (605) 645-2496;
email butte@butteelectric.com Source: Dept. of Energy

This institution is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.




NEW YEAR’S SAVINGS

Crunch the numbers
on New Year's
savings in your home

If your New Year's resolution to spend less and save
more always fizzles out by March, don't fret. With a
few simple adjustments in your house, you can save
money on your energy bill each month. Here's how:

* Save up to 20 percent on heating by installing
a programmable thermostat and setting it to
automatically lower the heat when you leave the
house for more than five hours and when the family
goes to bed for the night.

+ Save 1-3 percent on heating costs for each degree
you turn the thermostat down. For optimal savings,
set the thermostat at 68 degrees while at home and
65 degrees at night and before you leave the house
for an extended period.

+ Save up to 20 percent on heating and cooling bills
by sealing air leaks around doors and windows with
caulk and weatherstripping. This inexpensive energy
saver will pay for itself within a year.

* Save at least 25 percent on air conditioning when
you replace your old, inefficient central AC with one
that has a seasonal energy-efficiency ratio of 14 or
higher.

* Save up to 40 percent on what you spend to run
your refrigerator by replacing an old unit with a new
Energy Star-certified model.

+ Save more than 50 percent on energy for cooking
when you use a microwave oven instead of a
conventional oven to heat meals.

* Save more than 10 percent on your water heating
bill by lowering the water heater temperature from
140 degrees to 120.

+ Save 75 percent or more on energy for lighting by
replacing incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs. They
also last about 25 times longer. Switching out CFLs for
LEDs will reduce lighting costs as much as 50 percent.

* Consistently turning off lights when not in use or
when natural light is sufficient can reduce lighting
expenses 10-40 percent.

+ Enable the power management function on
computers and sleep setting on appliances.

CO-OPS IN ACTION

South Dakota'’s electric cooperatives deliver affordable,
reliable power to our members in every corner of the state.

But we do so much more!

Visit our Co-op Connections Plus YouTube channel and
you'll see co-ops in action at local community events, youth
leadership programs and charitable
fundraising events like the annual Line
Patrol Charity Ride. We've got South
Dakota covered!

Simply scan the QR code to the
right and be sure to subscribe!

Keep out of power boxes

Trinity Kurtenbach

Trinity knows that those green “power boxes” that are
often seen near homes or along roadways contain electri-
cal equipment that can pose a hazard. Trinity is the child
of Cory Kurtenbach and Tonya Buchholz-Froehlich of
Nunda and attends Sioux Valley Elementary in Volga.
They are members of Sioux Valley Energy.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your
poster is published, you'll receive a prize. All entries must
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.




SMASHED POTATO SOUP

Ingredients:

1/2 cup coarsely chopped carrot

1/2 cup coarsely chopped celery

1 pkg 14 oz refrigerated mashed
potatoes

114.5 oz can chicken broth

1/2 cup milk

1 garlic clove pressed

1/4 tsp salt

1/8 tsp pepper

1/2 cup sour cream

2 Tbsp fresh parsley

METHOD

Place mashed potatoes in medium
saucepan. Gradually add broth and
milk, whisking until mixture is
smooth. Stir in carrot, celery, garlic
and salt and pepper. Bring to a boil;
reduce heat and simmer, uncovered,
10 minutes. Remove from heat; stir
in sour cream and parsley. Top with
desired toppings. 4 servings; 5 cups.
Optional toppings: sliced green
onion, shredded cheddar cheese,
cooked, crumbled bacon.

Becki Hausser, Tripp
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CREAMY CHICKEN
GNOCCHI SOUP

e Ingredients:

6 Thsp butter

2 Tbsp olive oil

2 cups onion

1 cup diced celery

4 garlic cloves (minced)

1/2 cup all-purpose flour

4 cups half and half

1 (32 oz) container chicken broth
(add more for a thinner soup)

1 Tbsp thyme

2 cups carrots

2 cups spinach or kale

3 cups diced, cooked chicken

2 (16 0z) packages potato
gnocchi

Salt and pepper to taste

METHOD

Add butter and olive oil to large
pot over medium heat. Sauté
onions, celery, and garlic until
tender. Add flour to create a roux
and stir for one minute. Slowly
add the half and half and chicken
broth. Stir until it thickens. Add
the thyme, carrots, spinach,
chicken and gnocchi. Cook for
5-10 minutes until gnocchi is
cooked and soup thickened. If
soup gets too thick just add more
chicken broth. Salt and pepper
to taste.

Tracey Burkett, Olivet

RECIPES

CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP

Ingredients:

1-1.5 Ibs chicken thighs bone in
or boneless (skinless)

3 bay leaves

5 peppercorns, whole

1 small whole onion peeled,
hairy end intact

3 large garlic cloves

12 cups chicken stock low
sodium

2 large carrots diced

2 cups potatoes diced

11/2 cups egg noodles or any
short pasta

11/2 thsp salt

1 tbsp olive oil

3 tbsp fresh dill, parsley or green
onion finely chopped

METHOD
In a large Dutch oven or pot,
add chicken thighs, bay leaves,

peppercorns, onion, 2 garlic

~ cloves and stock. On high heat,

bring soup to a boil covered then
move lid to the side a bit to keep
soup clear. Cook for 20 minutes,
removing foam as it rises to the
top with a mesh strainer. Dice
potatoes and carrots. Chop dill
and grate garlic. Add potatoes
and carrots, stir and reduce heat
to medium. Cook with half

lid open for 5 minutes. Add
pasta, stir and cook for another

5 minutes. Discard onion, bay
leaves and peppercorns with mesh
strainer. Add salt, olive oil, grated
garlic clove, dill and ground black
pepper to taste. You can also
shred chicken right in the pot.

Let sit covered for 5 minutes.
ifoodreal.com

Please send your favorite soup recipes
to your local electric cooperative
(address found on Page 3). Each

recipe printed will be entered into a
drawing for a prize in December 2022.
All entries must include your name,
mailing address, phone number and
cooperative name.

JANUARY 2022 | COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS 5



EFFICIENCY TOPICS

Do energy-saving
measures in my home
make a big difference?

Miranda Boutelle

Efficiency Services
Group

For the average household, it depends on
your home’s efficiency and your habits. Your
energy use is based on your home’s equipment
and how you use it. You might already have an
efficient home and good energy use habits, or
you might have room for improvement.

Energy keeps us comfortable in our homes,
and our monthly bill is the associated cost
for this energy use. To make energy-saving
measures work in your home, it comes down
to preventing energy waste while maintaining
personal comfort in your home.

Let’s take it back to the basics and see if we
can find opportunities to save energy in your
home. Filters, LEDs and thermostat settings
are great places to start.

REPLACE FILTERS

If your home has a forced-air system, you
have a filter. The filter needs to be checked
regularly and replaced when it’s dirty. A dirty
filter can cause heating and air-conditioning
systems to use 15 percent more energy,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE).

Since heating and air conditioning make up
almost half of your energy use, replacing your
filter when it looks dirty is a habit that can
reduce energy waste.

UPGRADE TO LEDS

Upgrading your lighting to LEDs is a
simple, low-cost way to cut energy use.
Depending on your budget, you can do it all
at once or change bulbs out over time. If you
are going to replace a few at a time, prioritize
the lights you use the most.

There are many LED options available.
One major variation is the color temperature,
which is listed on the packaging in Kelvin.

I recommend 2700K because it is similar to
incandescent lighting. I also suggest ENERGY
STAR®-rated products because they meet strict
quality and efficiency standards, use up to 90
percent less energy and last 15 times longer

than standard bulbs.

ADJUST YOUR THERMOSTAT

It's amazing how much difference a

few degrees can make. By adjusting your
thermostat to your home habits, you can save
year-round on heating and cooling costs.

For winter months, the DOE recommends

setting your thermostat to 68 degrees when
you are home and dialing it back 8 to 10
degrees when you leave the house or go to
sleep. For summer, the recommendation is
78 degrees when you are home and 8 to 10
degrees warmer when you are away. Using a
programmable or smart thermostat will allow
you to set it according to your schedule.

Making these small changes in your routine

will help improve your energy efficiency while
maintaining comfort in your home.




Flyover County: Rick Skorupski

spins

tales of life in small town America

Billy Gibson

billy.gibson@sdrea.coop

A place where folks wave with all five
fingers.

A community where people actually
listen to your response after asking how
youre doing,.

A home no closer than 10 miles to the
nearest stop light.

Those were the requirements Rick
Skorupski established when he decided
he'd had enough of his native New Jersey
and went looking for a more tranquil
place to spend his retirement years. After
conducting some extensive research,
he and his wife Cheryl landed south of
Frankfort nearly 20 years ago and have
enjoyed the slower pace of life on their
hobby farm in rural South Dakota.

While the Skorupskis have developed
a wide social network and even recruited
other family members to settle in Spink
County, the acculturation process didn’t
go very smoothly at first. Turns out some
folks in the community were convinced
the Skorupskis were operating in a
shroud of secrecy.

“They thought we were in the witness
protection program,” Rick recalls with a
hearty chuckle. “Some of the neighbors
offered to help us move our furniture
in, and we declined, just trying not to
be a bother. And then we'd make trips

back to New Jersey, so people started
wondering what we were hiding.”

But the suspicions didn’t last long
and the Skorupskis have been heavily
involved in the local scene, participating
in charitable projects, supporting
civic events and contributing to the
community in positive ways.

The Skorupskis’ fondness for the
people and culture of South Dakota is
on full display in the six novels the two
have published together with Rick as the
writer and Cheryl the cover artist.

Rick, a member of Northern Electric
and a U.S. Navy retiree, describes his
self-published work as “nice stories
about nice people.” He got frustrated at
all the anger, violence, sensationalism
and negativity reflected in the media,
so he decided to accentuate the positive
aspects of life through his writing.

Inspired by those he befriended in his
adopted home state, Skorupski produced
a series of novels centered around an
imaginary South Dakotan community
called Helen (pop. 350 souls) located in
fictitious Flyover County.

The plot lines involve local citizens,
their shared hard-scrabble history as
pioneers, settlers and sodbusters, and
their interactions that take place in the
tiny hamlet’s schools, churches, diners,
taverns and shops.

“I love my imaginary town and I feel I
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Alex Cruz, Cheryl and Richag

_.and Biana Garcia are showiatthe
BE| Corral restaurant in Clarkss

know all the characters,” Rick said. “I get
up every morning and write what they
tell me about their lives. Any time I have
writer’s block, it's because my imaginary
friends stopped talking to me. But in

the end, I hope my readers enjoy these
stories as much as I enjoy writing them.”

A Flyover County Story

Skorupski was invited to participate
in an exhibit at last year’s South Dakota
State Fair as part of the “Arts of the
State Fair” program. During the event,
he conversed with readers, discussed his
characters, signed copies of his books
and offered advice about his experience
in self-publishing.

His books are sold through Amazon,
and more information can be found by
visiting www.flyovercounty.com.




WINTER FUN AND FITNESS
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An estimated 5.2 million Americans participate in cross country skiing while
reaping the rewards of being active during the winter months.

Nordic Ski Club promotes the benefits of cross
country skiing on mind, body and soul

Billy Gibson

billy.gibson@sdrea.coop

Many winter sports enthusiasts are
firm in their belief that snow skis are
meant to travel in one direction only
— downhill.

But members of the Black Hills
Nordic Ski Club use their skinny skis
to take them wherever the trail may
lead.

The club’s winter playground is
located at Big Hills XC Trails seven
miles southwest of Spearfish where its

members have frolicked in the snow
since the 1970s. Early prospectors
named the area after they encountered
steep grades in their pursuit of gold
and fortune, but these days people
flock to Big Hill for fitness and fun.

With more than 1,200 Facebook
followers, the group invites not only
cross country skiers to enjoy the 13.6
miles of trails but also skate skiers, fat
bikers, snow shoers and even snow
man makers.

Immediate past president Josh
Wangeman explains there are an

estimated 5.2 million Nordic skiing
enthusiasts throughout the country
who seek both physical and mental
health restoration along the trails.

After spending his day teaching
science to his eighth graders at
Spearfish Middle School, Wangeman
likes to unwind in the woods.

“I've found that it’s a good way to
escape the crowds and participate in
the wonders of nature,” he said. “It’s
a great sport if you're looking to find
some solace, enjoy the outdoors and
get a good workout at the same time.”

Wangeman, who also enjoys
swimming and cross country running,
fell into the sport after joining the
National Guard six years ago. He
began training for the biathlon,

a competition where skiers travel
from check point to check point
with a .22 caliber rifle and shoot

at targets. He has represented the
Guard at competitions in Minnesota,
Wyoming, Vermont and Utah.

Like many outdoor activities, cross
country skiing has seen a significant
surge in interest in the past year.

One of the top attractions of the
sport is that the cost of entry is
relatively small. For instance, a quality
mountain bike can cost thousands of
dollars and other pastimes require a
substantial financial investment for
equipment, gear, fees and more.

“You can find some used gear and
get everything you need for around
$100, or $300 for new equipment,”
he said. “Trail access is free and
you'll be outdoors getting some
great exercise. As far as learning the
technique, it’s a straightforward
process that’s almost as simple as
walking.”

Wangeman said skiing across
the snowy terrain can be a cinch
compared to the work that’s required
to keep the trails maintained.
Members of the Nordic Ski Club join
forces with the Grooming Alliance of
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Cross country skiers receive both the mental and physical health benefits of a sport that's economical to pursue.

Spearfish and log hundreds of hours of
labor and donate hundreds of dollars
each season to keep the pathways well-
groomed for all to share. Some trails
are designated for snow shoeing and
fat biking only. Volunteers have also
built a warming shelter in a meadow
that’s situated among the five loop
trials where skiers can take a break
from the wind and cold.

Aside from the Big Hills XC Trails,
the Black Hills National Forest area
has other sites suitable for cross
country skiing. The Eagle Cliff
Network is located 15 miles southwest
of Lead and offers 20 miles of trails
that cross open meadows and meander
through Ponderosa pine forests. Half
the trails are rated “difficult.”

Bear Mountain is situated 10 miles

[

Volunteers keep the trails groomed for cross country skiing at Big Hill and also

southwest of Hill City and features
rocky ridges, abundant wildlife and
scenic overlooks along its 16-mile trail
system.

Additional pathways in the area
can be found at Beaver Creek, Bear
Butte State Park, Custer State Park
and portions of the Centennial and
Mickelson Trails.

Here are a few helpful tips for those
who are thinking about taking to the
winery trails:

1. Start your day right with a hot
beverage.

2. Pack well, and don’t forget gloves,
hat and extra socks. Layer, layer, layer.

3. Choose the right place to ski with
good grooming and a reasonable and
amount of flat terrain.

4. Consider taking lessons to

"
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constructed a warming shelter, a popular site on cold and windy winter days.

Cross country
skiing sites

These state parks offer trails for
cross-country skiers to enjoy:

* Adams Homestead and Nature

Preserve

* Beaver Creek Nature Area

* Big Sioux Recreation Area

* George S. Mickelson Trail

* Hartford Beach State Park

* LaFramboise Island Nature Area

* Lake Herman State Park

* Lake Poinsett Recreation Area

» Newton Hills State Park

* Oakwood Lakes State Park

* Pelican Lake Recreation Area

* Richmond Lake Recreation Area

* Sica Hollow State Park

» Walker's Point Recreation Area

improve your form.

5. Be prepared to fall. Acquiring
balance takes time.

6. Keep your energy up with a ready
snack such as a granola bar or an
apple.

7. Have fun. Explore a bit and lose
yourself in the rhythm of the sport.

8. Don't forget to look around you,
and keep an eye out for wildlife or
scenic vistas.

9. Reward yourself! You worked
hard and did something adventurous.
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CAPITAL CREDITS

The following members were unable to receive their capital credit checks. If you know the current address or phone number of anyone
listed here, please contact Butte Electric Cooperative at 605-456-2494, 1-800-928-8839 or email butte@butteelectric.com. Thank you

for your help.

Aberle, Amy

Aberle, Mary
Advanced Auto Tech, Jody
Kulhavy

Ager, Neil

Ager, Silvie

AErendt, Jane

Albert, Mike or Sherry
Allard, Bruce

Allen, Carolyn
Anderson, Cal
Anderson, Jodi

Archer, Terry
Archameau, Beverly
ATC Propertiess, Tom &
April Mertz

A%&T Operations
Atchison, Suan

Auen, Hugo or Jeanette
Austin, Loretta

Austin, Tami

Aye, Willis

Baier, Brian

Baird, Tim

Baker, Duane or Rebecca
Baker, George W or
Loretta

Baker, Laverne or Alice
Baker, Sherri

Barber, Stanley

Barnes, Billy

Bartsch, Sandra

Baxter, Jay or Kelly
Bean, Lori

Bechrold, Rodney
Beckman, Alert or Helen
Bednar, Ervin

Bender, Patricia
Bendewald, Gaylen
Bendickson, Lisa
Benson, Dale or Tammy
Bentz, Bill

Bercier, Monte

Berg, Ron

Beringer, Jim

Bertsch, Gary G or Susan
Bertsch, Steve or Karen
Bettelyoun, Norval
Beyer, Kristi

Bidwell, Sue

Blackburn, William or
Jeanne

Black Hills Gallery Corp
Blakeman, Barb

Blust, Ralph

Bon, Jack |

Bond, Jim

Boortz, Ron or Janet
Bosch, Brian

Bowar, Donald
Bowman, Donna
Brakke, Jean

Brakeman, Maurice
Brandenburg, Donald or
Dorothy

Branscom, Lucinda
Brence, Melinda
Brengle, Jason

Brewer, Rhonda
Brindley, Walt or Kelly
Brink, Delbert
Britton-Schnaible, Monica
Broderick, Michelle
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Brodeur, Bob
Brooks, Gerri
Brotsky, Ken
Brown, Carrie
Brown, Dan or Karen
Brown, Don
Brown, Hope
Brown, Robert or Rita
Brunson, Marlis
Buchholz, Ron or Connie
Bunch, Brian
Burd, Mar
Burdick, '[gm
Burg, Julie
Burﬁ, Willie or Marjorie
Burkinshaw, Clark
Burleson, Don or Janice
Busch, Darron or Colleen
Buss, Brent
Busse, Richard
Byrider, JD

-Pro LLC
Cable Systems Services
Cablevision Galaxy
Calhoon, Tom
Calvert, Marilyn
Campbell, Brock
Canyon Gateway Motel,
Wayne Kirschenmann
Canyon Gateway Motel,
Lloyd Enterprises Inc
Canyon Inn, Bruno Inc
Card, Crai
Carney, Efhie or Mike
Carpenter, Julie or
William
Carr, Michelle
Carter, Michael
Carter, Ray E Jr
Carter, Warren
Carver, Dusty
Casavan, Nicole
Case, Gary
Century 21 American
Real Estate
Chant, Rodger E
Charlson, John
Charter, Chet
Chase, Gary or Gayle
Chavez, Leon or Diana
Chenoweth, Earl or
Marlene
Chester, Brian
Chriske, Greg
Christensen, Bryce L
Christensen, Layne
Christensen, Sherrol
Cihak, Rosemary
Clarkson, Jeb
Clauser, Marilyn
Claussen, Shawn or
Cheryl
Clemetson, Daric or
Dana M
Cody, Susan
Coe, Helen |
Cole, Steven
Coleman Mattress Factory
Coleman, Stephanie
Colhoff-Blum, Linda or
Jennifer
Colling, Larry or Jane
Colonel of Spearfish
Comstock, Byron or

Suzanne

Conrad, Christopher W
Cook, Steve

Cornell, Dalene
Corwin, Ken

Cossette, John L or Judy
Cowan, Tim or Marlena
Cowles, Sam or Cheryl
Craft, Jon or Lisa
Crawford, Bonnie
Crawford, Lauri

Creech, Kathleen

Crim, Judy

Crooks, Tim

Cudmore, Lonna
Cudmore, Thad or Charra
Current, Michael

DaGs Auto Trim,
Delayne Holmes
Dachtler-Egan, Donnalea
Dafoe, Larry

Dahl, Jenny

Dabhl, Kevin

Dairy Queen, Don Schuh
Dakota Placers Inc
Davey, Greg or Laura
Davies Development,
Krystal Simons

Davis, Crystal

Davis, Robert E

Davis, Robert or Mary
Davy, Jeff

Degroat, Robert

Dejon, Allen

Dejon, Arlan or Jean
Delameter, Jay
Delannoy, C.W.

Deleo, Carol

Delilla, Ed or Helen
Derrek, Cynthia
Deschamps, Tracy
Deweese, Gene

Dews, Velda

Dexter, Roger

Diede, Cory

Diedrich, Scott

Digges, Ronald
Dirlgsen, Janae

Ditty’s Diner

Dixon, Steve or Quanita
Donadio, John or Janet
Donath, Harry D
Donoven, D;l);
Downing, Tim

Downs, Shaun or Jenny
Doyen, Ruth

Dress Barn/Maurices
D’Spain, Bob or Tamara
Dscﬁack, Brent

Duling Optical

Durbin, Danny

Dyer, John W
Easyriders

Eaton, Melvin

Ebert, Patsy

Eckard, Lewie or Lela
Edwards, Shaun

Eddy, Sheilah

Ehnes, Mary

Eklund, Trish

FElshire, Glen A
Emmett, Julie

End of Trail Campground
Endres, Don

Engel, Darcy

Enright, Mike

Erhart, Heather
Erickson, Laurie

Erskin, Dan

Euwer, Archie

Evans, Alvina

Evans, Dixie

Evans, Larry or Dixie
Evans, Ty or Rhonda
Ewing, Bill

Fagnant, Stacey
Falzerano, Doug or Kathy
Family Optical, Tammy
Hersch

Fandrick, Dave
Fanning, Regan

Farmer, James

Farmer, M.E.

Fees, Randy

Feist, Clifton or Dolores
Fenenga, Jim or Kay
Fideler, Loren or Linda
First Baptist Church
Sturgis

First Presbyterian Church
Fischer, Curtis

Flahaven, Cody
Flanagan, John

Flock, Rob or Kim

Ford Housing Finance
Forsythe, Howard ] or
Kim

Foster, Lisa or Jay
Frame, Jim or Thelma
Frankfurt, Marva
Franstook, Jane

Fraser, Tanya

Fry, Teresa

Fuller, Susan

Fundaun, Parnell

Fye, Christa

éabel, Frank or Dee D
Gager, Dennis or Anna
Gaﬁaher, James or Linda
Gallagher, Lynette
Garden Hills, Cindy &
James Lucas

Gardner, Brian

Gary’s Marine Service
Center, Gary Klinghagen
Gaskins, Burnell or Helen
Gaskins, Jennifer or Bill
Geddes, Don or Shirley
Geyer, Scot

Gibson, Pete or Alicia
Gifford, Don

Gilger, Paul D

Gilles, Hobert or Kathleen

Gleason, Randy or Marcie Ho

Gliedt-Peter, Jean
Godfrey, Pam

Goff, Kyle

Goft, Steven or Patricia
Gold, Peter

Gonzales, Amanda
Goodale, Rory or Marty
Goodyvin, Gary
Graham, Jan

Grant, Sheila

Green Acres Apts,
Schabauer Investment
Green, Jody

Gregory, Autumn

Grife, Billy

Griffith, Jackie
Grignon, Charles M
Grisel, Hilton or Myra
Grove, Gary or Marilyn
Guilmette, Phil or
Elizabeth

Guernsey, Stone

Haak, Laurie
Hagel, Rich or Stefanie
Haggerty, Ty or Jenine
Hall, Justi
Hall, Kirby
Hallock, Joyce
Halverson, Elmer
Hannah, Ron
Hansen, Corinne
Hansen, Darwin
Hansen, Dave
Hansen, Janice
Hanson, Bret
Hardin, Todd or Laurie
Hardy, Lynn or Kya
Harkins, Marianne
Harmon, Jim or Mary
Harper, Renee
Harris, Dennis
Harris, Henry
Harrison, Debbie
Harrison, Porter D
Harty, Jane
Harwood, Allen
Havens, Timothy or
Marilyn
Heckert, Mark
Hedrich, Gil
Heemstra Lumber, Wayne
Heemstra
Heidler, Corky or Sharon
Helkenn, Ted or Tamera
Helmer, Mike
Henderson, Charlotte
Henwood, Doug
Hepper, Stacey
Hernandez, Falira
Hershey’s General Store
Hersrud Company
Hersrud, Martin
Hertel, Candy
Hewitt, David or Candace
Hiesinger, Darren
Hirsch, William
Hitchrick, Cheryl or Todd
Hodges, Lorri |
Hoftman, Bill or Loree
Hoffman, Gregory or
Pamela
Hoffmann, Sara
Hogen, Dan

ﬁ)orn, Karla
Holso, Jim
Holt, James H
Hough, Susan
Holy Nativity Monastery
Hooker, Elizabeth
Horstman, Brian
Hotvedt, Alfred or
Margaret
Howe, Tim R
Hoyt, David or Laura
Hubbard, Glen
Hubbard, Kurt
Huber, Virgil
Huck, Theresa

Hughes, John L or Shauna
Hughes, Kenneth
Hummel, Lora

Hunter, M.L. or James
Husband, Tom

Husky, Diana

Ideal Insurance Co,
‘Wendt Insurance
Ihle, Patty
Inglefield, Bert
Inman, Randy
Inter Mountain
Contracting
Irgens, Stephen or
Suzanne
Irion, Mitch
Irving, Toni
Iverson, Tammie
;ackson, Lynelle
acobs, Roger or Michelle

Jacobson, L.H.
Jarvis, Cindy
Jeffery, Vicki
Jeffries, Larry
Jensen, Dena
Jensen, Doroth:
Jensen, Richar!
Jensen, Scott
Jensen, Steve or Jetta
Jiran, Aaron or Rebecca
Johnson, Bill
Johnson, Donn
Johnson, Dorothy
Johnson, Jerry or Robbin
Johnson, Mark J or
Rhonda
Johnson, Steve
Johnson, Sunny
Jones, Zach
Jongeling, Roger

iser, Greg
Kansala, Jason
Kayser, Mike
Keﬁy Inn/Kelly Inn Sign
Keszler, Steve or Linda
Keller, Tony or Myra
Keune, Fred
Kiefer, Don or Mike
King, Don
King, Victoria
Kirchgesler, Diane
Kirk, John
Kitzler, Pamela
Klumb, Gail
Knapp, Don or Sharon
Knapp, Tim or Rhonda
Knaub, Trish
Knickerbocker, Julia
Knudson, Cindy
Knuteson, Chris
Koepp, Carl or Patricia
Koerber, Meri
Krause, Jana
Krmpotic, Mick
Krueger, Ken E
Krupia, Carrie
Kruse, Colleen
Kruse, Stanley
Kubo, Tim
Kuhn, Jeff
Kuntz, Cheryl

Laisy, Norman
Laborde, Jim



Lambert, Alan or Linda
Lambert, Don or Barbara
Lantz, Paul

Langenbau, Steve or Kami
Laparr, Dale

Lapka, Vanessa

Larmer, Tyree or Kerry
Larson, Leo

Larson, Loren

Lassle, bob

Lassle, Ravonna
Lavoie, Derrick

Lavoy, John or Denise
Leatherman, Brandie or
Buddy

Lee, Brett

Lee’s Construction Inc
Lee, Lynn

Leetch, Vicky

Lei, Doug

Leischner, Dennis
Lenkersdorfer, Jay
Lenzner, Gretchen
Leonhardt, Floyd
Lesmeister, Lawrence or
Charlotte

Lewis, Wayne or Arlis
Lich, Matthew

Linco, Lori

Lindeman, Brian
Lindley, Gary

Lingen, Matthew or
Amber

Linseman, William
Livengood, Julie M
Lobbestael, Mark or
Beverly

Locar, Henry or Deanna
Longbrake, Guy
Lorenz, Shannon
Lucas, James or Cindy
Lucas Management
Systems, Jeft Lucas
Lyons, Jim

Madison, Casey ]
Magnuson, Jessie
Ma%affy, Duane or
Nadene

Mahoney, Mitch
Maltaverne, Maggie
Manthei, Dottie
Matson, Jean

Marler, Dan or Anita
Marney, Scott or Diane
Martin, Callie

Martin, James R or
Eleanor

Marshall, Kip

Mattila, Mary
Maxwell, Terry
McClary, Earl or Sally
McClean, Louise
McColley, Shawn
McConville, Bryan or Jill
McConville, Leo or Kelly
McDaniels, Tracy
McDonalds Sign Sturgis,
Robert Dardis
McGillivray, Delane or
Denise

McGrath, Matthew or
Janice

McGregor & Wathan
Const

McKee, Kenneth
McKeown, Patrick or
Debra

McLaughlin, Hazel
McLaughlin, Todd
McMurry, Anita
McNeil, Jezal

McNulty, Barry or Lisa

McPherson, Harvey or
Matlene

McPherson, Marlene
Medicraft, Rich

Medley, George or Joyce
Melaragno, Anthony
Merchen, Loren or Julie
Merchen, Melvin or Carol
Merwin, Stacy

Metz Baking Co
Metzger, Judy
Meverden, Jay St

Meyer, Bill or Robin
Meyer, Vernon
Meyerink, Rick or Robin
Miller, Don

Miller, Lola

Miller, Ralph or Bonnie
Miller, Violi’a

Mitchell, Shirley
Moellendorf, Arnold
Moelter, Tammy
Mohni, Dennis or Jeanie
Mohni, Sandra
Montanio, Michael
Moody, Doug

Moore, Cecil

Moore, Rick or Valerie
Morgan, Dawn
Morgan, Faye

Morgan, Randy
Morgan, Rhonda
Morrison, Lisa or Robert
Morse, Lawrence or
Marsha

Morton, Stuart

Mott, Shane

Mountain Mania III,
Dave Finnegan
Mowery, ]a§a

Mueller, Elizabeth
Mueller, Ronald
Murray, Jim or Tammy
Myers, Laura

H Baptist Church
NH Neon Signs
Naus, Mark or Nicki
Nearman, Tom or Melinda
Neiswender, John or
Claire
Nelson, Carolyn
Nelson, Jim
Nelson, Lanny or Donna
Nelson, Sylvia
Neugebauer, Denise
New Rushmore Radio Inc
Newlander, Melissa
Nickelson, Dennis or Jan
Nines Golf Four
Nixon, Jill
Nobel/Sysco Food Service
Nocheherly, Holly
Noem, Lance
Nore, Howard
North Sturgis Auto &
Truck Dismantlers
Northern Hills Signs, Tim
Kruse
Nyvold, Elmer or Patricia
d:,Connor, Eugene
Qdle, Trinee
Oleson, Brandon
Ollila, Melvin
Olson, Donna
Olson, Irene
Olson, Terrance
Opstedahl, Jon B
Opstedahl, Scott
Otis, Candy
Otto, David
Otto, Raymond R
Overman, Clayton or

Tobin
Overpeck, Lem
Owens, Gregg

Pace International LP
Packer, Sheri

Paddack, Mark or Penny
Paklin, Don

Palmer, Dean

Palmer, Michael

Parden, William G
Patriot Homes Inc
Patterson, Donnie | or
Deena O

Paulson, Chad

Payne, Tonia

Peltomaa, Mitch

Pelton, Bruce E or Lisa M
Peters, Candace

Peters, Frances D or
Mary L

Peters, Randolph
Peterson, Evan or Jeannie
Peterson, Ron or Debbie
Petik, Bob

Pi, Peter

Piccolo’s Pizza, Steve Long
Piekkola, Ken

Pidde, Del or Lois
Pierson, Clayton or Lori
Pike, Jamie

Pine Mountain Homes,
Bob Bates

Podoll, Don

Price, John

Puetz, Gary or Renee’
Pullen, Rodney or Mary
Pummel, Barbara or
Curtis

Purchase, Lori

Quaal, Mick or Jean
Quail, Ronald D
Quenzer, Mike or Donna
Quinn, Robert
Quintus, James or
Roxanne
RJK Builders
Rawson, Edward or
Genile
Reagle, Corey
Reder, Margaret
Rederth, Amy
Reed, Jim
Reed, Mary
Reetz, Barb
Reeves, Everett or Melissa
Reichert, Raymond
Reichert, Terry or Judy
Reifschneider, Jeri
Reiman, Allen
Reimnitz, Gerhard or
Elizabeth A
Reinert, Nicole
Reinert, Walt
Rent To Won, Carleen
Westhauer
Reuer, Rita

ine, Karen
Rhoden, Wesley or Sarah
Richardson, Ted
Richards, Veronica
Richards, Vallin
Richling, Michael L
Riebe, Valarie
Reisland, Raymond or
Dallarie
Riley, William
Rime, Nancy
Ritcherson, Mahala S
Robbennrolt, Robert
Roberts, Kara
Rodenwald, Brian or

Valerie

Robison, Frank or Kay
Rogers, Pauline or Scott
Rogge, Jackie

Roﬁer World

Rommen, Troy

Roney, Janice

Roorda, Richard or Janet
Rose, Jerry

Ross, Lloyd or Frances
Rossow, Bill

Roush, Robert

Royer, Charles

Roadifer, Josephine

Ruff, Ray

Ruleaux, Frank

Ruleaux, Patti

Runge, Bill

Rupert, Mike

Rushmore Transport, Inc
Russ, Greg or Victoria A
Russo, Michael or Ruth A
Ruth, Angel

Ryan, Dustin

Ryan, Greg or Yolanda
Ryan, Richard or Yvonne

alomon, David or Kelly
Sammons, Glenn
Sarles, Chris or Cindy
Sartorius, Randy
Savage, Jerry or Lavon
Sawtooth Forest Products,
Randy Neider
Schar, Bob
Scheckel, William
Scheele, Carl J
Scheinost, Betty
Schell, Larry
Schemel, Toni
Scherez, Chris
Schiffner, Mike
Schild, Paul or Phyllis
Schmidt, Cheryl
Schoepf, Loy
Schommer, Brian or Jessie
Schnabel, Tim
Schoenhard, Jeny
Schuft, Angela
Schuft, Ric%c
Schultes, Paul
Schultz, Kim
Schulz, Chuck or Linda
Schulz, Virgil or Deborah
Schunneman, John T or
Doris
Scott, Cynda
Selzler, Alan
Settje, Lauri
Severson, Dori
Sewright, Betsy
Shaffner, Carl
Shamion, Edward or
Yvonne
Shape Dairy
Shear, Burt
Sheely, Alma
Shepersky, Art
Shig)er, Frances
Shores, Steven or Rhonda
Sigle, Dave
Simmons, Richard or Ky
Simpson, Herbert or
Cheryl
Sinclair, Kraig or Roberta
Sittig, Diana
Sluice Restaurant, David
Gonzalez
Sloan, Jeremy
Smith, David
Smith, Kathy
Smith, Ron
Sneperger, Joe

CAPITAL CREDITS

Snyder, Jean

Soelzer, Ralph or Joan
Somervold, Kim
Somervold, Robert
Somervold, Shane
Spaid, Krystal or John
Span, Linda K
Spearfish Gymnastics
Academy

Spearfish Moving Service
Spearfish Upholstery,
Duane Whartman
Sports Cards Are Us,
Bruce Wetz

Sprague, Dale M
Sprague, Robert

St Onge Store, Timothy
Asheim

Standing Soldier, Sharon
Stankey, Tiffany
Staufer, Sally

Stauss, Gus

Stearns, Joshua

Steele, Tom or Pam
Stefanski, Dora
Steffens, Brent
Steinmeyer, JC or Jim
Stelter, Arlette
Stephens, Patti

Stevens, Roger or Robin
Stevenson, George W
Story, Kent

Sturgis Corner Pantry
Sumners, Danae
Sundberg, Jerry or
Elizabeth A

Sunrise Construction
Sunset Tinting

Super 8 Inc, Davies
Develo

Sutton, Ken or Becky
Swanhorst, David or Betty
Swanbhorst, John or
Donna

Swanson, Oliver or
Dorothy

Swanson, Robert E
Swarts, Jerry D
Swatman, Milton or
Margaret

Swingen Construction

Takacs, Tanya
Tarrant, Karen or Clay
Taves, Marian
Tekwood Inc, Dan
Bestgen

Tennis, Ron or Belinda
Teppo, Deb
Terkildsen, Lavern or
Dianne

Thomas, Mary K
Thomas, Robert or Trina
Thompson, Zane or
Debera

Thoresen, Daniel or
Geneva

Thoreson, Jeff or Sally
Thurston, Donald R
Thurston, Mark or
Victoria

Torgerson, Terry or
Caroline

Towne, Mike or Marge
Tracy, Toni or Michael
Tracy, Wendy

Travis, Kelli

Tripp, Edward or Evelyn
Tripson, Liz

Tuel, Roy or Vernita
Turnbow, Cody
Tusha, Marlyce

Tyler, Don

Udager, Barb
Uden%uerg, Larry

Ulmer, Judy or Clarence
Ulvestad, Larry or Linda
Underwood, Heather
Vail, Robin
Vanlanduit, Lisa

Veren, Roland

Veren, Wade

Vice, Mike

Vierguitz, Lloyd or Leta
Vifquain, Jerry or Valeria
Vig, Denise

Viﬁard, Collette
Vnasdale, Stephen or
Jennifer

Vollmer, Ken

Voorhees, Jim

Voyles, EJ.

Voyles, R.S or Joyce
Vukonich, Paula

Wade, Ms. Roy
Wagner, Bob

Wagner, Linda

Waﬁl, Carl or Candy
Wainwright, James B
Walcker, Dennis or Gerry
Wall, Tony

Walters, Dave or Sharon
Walton, Shannon

‘Wang, Peggy
Wang, Robert
‘Ward, Marian

Washburn, Lisa

Watts, Brian

Webb, Jim R Jr

‘Weber, Bruce or Bonita
Wegner, Jacquie
Weisz, Larry or Cheryl
Welch, Keith

West, Dusty

Western Gas Resources
Western Wireless Corp
Westland, Crystal
Westland, Rosemary
Whartman, Duane
Whitewood Iron, Rudy &
Linda Henning
Whitford, Susie
Wienk, Vincent or
Mickey J

Wilhm, Jim

Williams, Charles or
Katheryn

Wilson, Summer
Winebarger, Todd or
Carrie

Wing, Rona
Winieckie, Marlene
Winter, Brad or Stacey
Wolff, Julian

Wulff, Alfred or Ethel
Yeager, Avis

Yoder, Betty

Yoder, Harold or Betty
Young, Glen

Young, Steve or Billie |
Young, Tracy

Ziegler, Jeffrey
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DEALING WITH EVs

Jesse Johnson of Jan Busse Ford in Highmore keeps customers informed of the latest industry news. Photo by Billy Gibson.

Car dealers adapt to emerging EV industry
by making new investments and keeping
their customers informed

Billy Gibson

billy.gibson@sdrea.coop

Keeping up with the emergence
of the electric vehicle market is like
listening to the hushed intonations of
the announcer at the end of a 1960s-
style soap opera.

Will a reliable charging network be
constructed?

Will EVs become more affordable?

Will drivers ever overcome their range
anxiety?

Will the political winds change
direction?

Tune in tomorrow. Same time. Same
channel.

Scott Shepherd is no fan of soap
operas, but he’s happy to give you his
take on the topic. Shepherd is a career
educator who has taken the EV leap
and last June invested in Ford’s debut
model: the Mustang Mach-E. Shepherd

recently delivered a presentation

describing his experience and insights
to a group of electric cooperative
representatives.

Subtitled “The Good, the Kind of
Bad, and the Ugly,” the presentation
was intended to be an unbiased,
unvarnished and apolitical analysis
of the investment he made last year.
Though Shepherd admits to being
somewhat of an EVangelist, audience
members were eager to hear Shepherd’s
comments to help them convey useful,
accurate information to their electric
cooperative consumers back in their
respective service areas.

On the positive side, Shepherd said
the advanced technology and the instant
torque of his Mach-E deliver an exciting
driving experience, and he likes doing
his part to reduce emissions. His dealer,
Jesse Johnson at Jan Busse Ford (Pioneer
Garage, Inc.) in Highmore, was
knowledgeable and ready to answer all
of his questions and concerns. He noted

that factoring in a federal tax credit of
up to $7,500, he was able to save nearly
$1,000 in his first 5,000 miles of travel
in the Mach-E.

“There’s no gas tank to fill at over $3
per gallon and no oil to change,” he
said. “A trip to Sioux Falls cost me $6 in
electricity, compared to $49 in gas for
an ICE (internal combustion engine).”

250

Approximate
number of EV
charging stations
throughout the
Upper Midwest.

On the not-so-good side, Shepherd
pointed to the high front-end purchase
price, reduced range during the winter
months, the lack of Level 2 chargers
in homes and the fact that traditional
vehicles sometimes block access to
public charging stations. He said in the
rush to build out a reliable system of
charging stations throughout the region,
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standardized practices have yet to be
developed.

“There can be a lot of inconsistent
pricing with public charging stations,”
he said. “Some require a connection fee
plus a per-minute fee as high as 50 cents
per kilowatt hour. The networks and
the number of phone apps that are out
there can be confusing, and I've also run
across some charging stations that were
malfunctioning.”

He pointed out that electric
cooperatives, municipal utilities and
investor-owned utilities in South Dakota
and Minnesota are working together to
create a charging network for public use
that will reduce range anxiety for EV
drivers. Presently, there are nine Tesla
supercharger stations and four non-Tesla
chargers in South Dakota, as well as
more than 250 throughout the region
and dozens more for the use of guests at
hotels, campgrounds and other private
properties.

Electrify America Fast recently
announced the company is planning to
install a bank of supercharging stations
in Wall sometime in January, and state
officials are looking to continue to
invest money into light-duty charging
stations from the second round of the
Volkswagen Electric Vehicle Charging
Station Program.

Johnson, Shepherd’s sales agent, said
these days he’s getting lots of questions
from scores of potential buyers who
are ponying up the $100 refundable

LW i 4R -

Scott Shepherd is shown above talking with students at
the Lake Area Technical College Automotive Technology
Program about his experience as an EV owner.

Jesse Johnson is shown adjusting the drive mode in the Ford Mustang Mach-E.
Photo by Billy Gibson.

fee at www.ford.com to get placed on a
waiting list for not only the Mach-E but
also the new Ford F-150 Lightning, the
company’s first electric-powered pick
up. In fact, he has a personal spot on
the Lightning list along with more than
160,000 others across the country. Tesla,
GMC, Rivian and Chevrolet are also
introducing their own pick ups.

“We're getting calls from all kinds of
people - retirees, commuting moms and
dads, gear heads, collectors, technology
buffs, environmentalists, farmers, you
name it,” said Johnson, who has already
sent two early adopting
customers home with
the Mustang Mach-E
and has a third on his
lot.

Johnson said car
and truck dealers
will have to redouble
their efforts to
provide service after
the sale as the EV
industry continues to
emerge. He keeps his
customers, including
the many who are on
the purchaser’s waiting
list, apprised of any
new developments

160,000

Number of
reservations made
for the new Ford
Lightning F-150 at
www.ford.com.

in the market. For example, when
manufacturers began recommending
that owners refrain from exceeding an
80 percent charge - unless going on
an extended trip - to extend the car’s
battery life, Johnson made sure his
customers got the memo.

In preparing for the transportation
future, car dealers are having to make
significant investments in education for
their sales force, training for technicians
and new service and maintenance
equipment to accommodate EVs.

“EVs are fun to drive with their
immediate torque and safe-driving
technology,” Johnson said. “These
vehicles are an excellent option for those
wanting to forget about the price of gas,
reduce maintenance and emissions. We
understand they may not fit everyone’s
lifestyle, but we see a definite place for
them in the future.”
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Bev Raske (left) and Diane Drager (right) pretend to share a cold one on set. The two have co-directed several shows together.

Performers in South Dakota and
Minnesota express their passion
on the community theatre stage

Emily Costar

emily.costar@sdrea.coop

When you think of theatre, what's the
first image that comes to mind? Maybe
it’s Hamlet, dramatically pondering
whether “to be or not to be” with skull
in hand and a rapt audience before
him. Perhaps you envision a chorus line
under the bright lights of Broadway;, all
high kicks and jazz hands.

Or maybe you think of a packed
community hall with the folks up on
stage delivering heartfelt moments
and big laughs. The cast and crew
consists of neighbors, colleagues and
family. They’re up on that stage, not
for widespread acclaim or fortune, but
for the love of live performance. This is
community theatre.

In Minnesota, the town of Renville
is no stranger to the performing arts;

they have the Renville Friends of the
Arts organization, founded in 2002 and
currently led by self-described “theatre
junkie” Bev Raske. She first graced the
stage at Renville County West High
School in ninth grade for a one-act
play, and continues to perform over six
decades later.

“We use the same stage I stepped on
back then,” Raske fondly recalled.

Friends of the Arts tries to do two
plays a year, which are held at the high
school. Their most recent production
was Clue this past October. Raske
said productions are a “cooperative
venture,” as they work with the school
to coordinate facility use and support
other events. Friends of the Arts cant
always have the space to rehearse, but
that isnt a deal breaker.

“Weve done a lot of rehearsing in my
basement,” Raske said with a chuckle.

It’s that can-do attitude that’s helped
Friends of the Arts successfully apply
for grants, such as the one that enabled
them to acquire their own sound
system, and then new LED lighting
for the stage in a joint venture with the
school.

It’s also the attitude which led Joel
Bakker, local farmer and Renville-Sibley
Cooperative member-owner, to get
involved with Friends of the Arts as
an actor. Bakker was quick to applaud
Raske’s commitment to live theatre,
saying, “She’s a master of doing plays —
she’s the one that got me started.”

Most recently seen onstage in 2020’
Twisted Christmas Carol, Bakker has
been in 10 plays with Friends of the
Arts. As he put it, “I guess I enjoy being
goofy in front of people. For some
reason I don’t have a fear!”

Bakker enjoys being involved because
the productions provide folks with good
entertainment they can come and see
right in their area without having to
travel. He also appreciates how close-
knit the cast members get during a
show, calling them “a second family.”
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Friends of the Arts also does musicals! One of their
most recent productions was Polyester the Musical, a

disco-style musical comedy.

And good news for those who are
interested: Friends of the Arts is looking
to expand that family.

“We don’t want to end up being a
bunch of gray-haired ladies trying to
keep things going,” Raske wryly noted.
“We want new people with new ideas.”

And as the organization celebrates its
20th anniversary in 2022, it’s the perfect
time for new folks to get involved.

Renville Friends of the Arts isn’t the
only community theatre group with an
impressive history, though. In South
Dakota, there’s the Hayes Drama
Club. Hayes itself is a small town of
less than 100 people, but each year
the community hall gets packed full
of people from the surrounding areas,
excited to see what the club has in store.
And just this past November, the club
put on its 68th annual Hayes play.

“We're the longest continuously
running drama club in South Dakota!”
Jack Mortenson proclaimed. He
recently played Brad St. Clair in this
year’s Hayes play, 7he One Who Got
Away.

The club’s success shows a distinct
passion for community theatre in the
area, with many of its actors and volun-
teers traveling from surrounding areas
to be a part of it. Mortenson himself
regularly drove over 30 miles to and
from Hayes to be in this year’s show. Be-
yond the dedication of its participants,

sponsor of the Hayes play.

there’s a lot of community history in the
club as well.

“Three generations of my family have
been in the Hayes Drama Club. Its
tradition at this point,” said Morten-
son, who has been in three Hayes plays
already and is looking forward to future
involvement as well.

Auditions for the annual play are usu-
ally held a couple months ahead of time
at the Hayes Hall. And the audition
details, such as time and date, are gen-
erally spread through word of mouth.
So, if you find yourself wanting to join
in on the theatrical fun, it
wouldn’t hurt to join the
Hayes Community group
on Facebook to help stay
in the know.

Renville Friends of the
Arts and the Hayes Drama
Club are just two out of
hundreds of community
theatre groups scattered
across Minnesota and

South Dakora. Live theatre Joel Bakker (center) in a cast photo from his most recent

production with Friends of the Arts, Twisted Christmas Carol.

is more than just national

COMMUNITY THEATRE

.

Haves HALL |

For a few nights every year, Hayes Hall gets packed to standing-room only. West
Central Electric Cooperative provides the hall's electrical power and is an annual

tours in big, urban cites. It’s also the
folks in your town coming together to
deliver a heartfelt production at the lo-
cal school or community hall just down
the road.

So the next time you find yourself
in the mood to sit back and have a few
laughs, maybe shed a few tears and be
immersed in another world for a couple
hours — consider checking in on your
local theatre group to see what they've
been up to. You just might be surprised
by what your community has in store.

Want to get involved and stay up-to-date with Renville Friends of the Arts?
Go give their Facebook page a like and follow at:
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Arts-360087927337206

To keep up with the latest happenings in Hayes (including the Hayes
Drama Club), go join the public Hayes Community group at:
www.facebook.com/groups/144509355581709
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To have your event

listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name,
address and daytime
telephone number.
Information must be
submitted at least eight
weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.

To view the publication’s
master event calendar,
scan the QR code below:

Or visit https://sdrea.coop/
cooperative-connections-
event-calendar to view
more upcoming events.

_

DECEMBER 21-25
Fort Sisseton Drive Thru
Christmas Light Display
11907 434th Avenue, Lake
City, SD, 605-448-5474

DECEMBER 23-24

1880 Train Holiday Express
222 Railroad Avenue, Hill City,
SD, 605-574-2222

DECEMBER 26-31
Christmas Nights of Lights
Storybook Island, Rapid City,
SD, 1-605-342-6357

DECEMBER 26-31
Garden Glow

McCrory Gardens, Brookings,
SD, 605-688-6707

DECEMBER 31

New Year's Eve With The
Davis Sisters

Performing Arts Center of
Rapid City, Rapid City, SD,

605-348-4676

JANUARY 1

Winter Wonderland Nature
Hike

Big Sioux Recreation Area,
Brandon, SD, 605-594-3824

JANUARY 4-6

Dakota Farm Show

USD DakotaDome, Vermillion,
SD, more info available at
dakotafarmshow.com

JANUARY 7

Neal McCoy

The Dakota Event Center,
Aberdeen, SD, 605-725-2641

JANUARY 8

Eric Church

Denny Sanford Premier Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288

JANUARY 14-15
Deadwood Red Dirt Festival
Deadwood Mountain Grand
Event Center, Deadwood, SD,
605-559-0386

JANUARY 15

Burning Beetle

10th Street, Custer, SD, find
out more at www.facebook.
com/barkbeetleblues

JANUARY 15-16

Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Association

Gun Show

Swiftel Center, Brookings, SD,
605-793-2347

JANUARY 16

Sioux Falls 1zaak Walton
League January Trap Shoot
5000 N Oakview Place, Sioux
Falls, SD, 605-332-9527

JANUARY 16

WWE Supershow

Denny Sanford Premier Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288

JANUARY 21-23

That Golden Girls Show
Orpheum Theater Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-6000

JANUARY 22

Reba McEntire

Denny Sanford Premier Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288

JANUARY 28-29
Deadwood Pro Snocross
Races

Days of ‘76 Rodeo Grounds,
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

JANUARY 28-29

27th Annual Dinner Theater
Reliance Legion Hall, Reliance,
SD, call 605-730-0553 for
more info and tickets

JANUARY 28-31

Lead Winterfest

Various Locations, Lead, SD,
call 605-584-1100

JANUARY 28-
FEBRUARY 6

Black Hills Stock Show &
Rodeo

Central States Fairgrounds &
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center,
Rapid City, SD, 605-355-3861

JANUARY 29-30

Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Association

Gun Show

National Field Archery Building,
Yankton, SD, 605-731-9154

FEBRUARY 5

Lake Hendricks
Improvement Association
Ice Fishing Derby

Hendricks, MN, contact Tim at
507-828-2113 for registration
and more information

FEBRUARY 5

Lakota Games on Ice
3200 Indian Village Road,
Mitchell, SD, 605-996-5473

Note: Please make sure to
call ahead to verify the event
is still being held.



